Summary History of Amendments to the MGP Interim Constitution and Bylaws

Revised as of May 13, 2001

Dates of amendment: As noted below, certain amendments to the draft text of the Interim Bylaws prepared by the Bylaws Committee and proposed to the Convention in Greenbelt, Maryland, on May 7, 2000 were adopted by that Convention on May 7, 2000 and thereby incorporated into the ratified text. Subsequent amendments to the text as originally ratified on May 7, 2000, were adopted by the Coordinating Council in Annapolis, Maryland, on June 13, 2000, upon an affirmative determination that those amendments were vital to carrying out the purpose of MGP.  The text as prepared for adoption by the Committee of 25 on August 13, 2000, in order to conform to state election law, is identical to the text as approved on June 13, 2000, except for the inclusion of two minor typographical corrections (to Section 13.1 and Section 10.10) suggested by the office of the Maryland Attorney General in its review of the Interim Constitution and Bylaws. Finally, amendments were offered and approved at the MGP State Assembly  held on May 13, 2001.  The corrections and amendments are noted below:

Title: “Constitution and” inserted between “Interim” and “Bylaws,” as authorized under original Section 13.2(2) and as confirmed in June 13, 2000 amendment to Section 13.2(2)

Section 2.2: Add left parentheses before subsection numbers (Note: the right parentheses alone in the original text may technically remain the official text, as Article 2 cannot be amended except by an Assembly.)

Section 2.3: Final period (“.”) added (Note: the error in the original text may technically remain the official text, as Article 2 cannot be amended except by an Assembly.)

Article 4: Renumber sections and subsections 

(per correction of Bylaws Committee numbering error, passed by Committee of 25 and Assembly May 7, 2000)

Section 4.2(b): Bold tagline inserted: “Application for Recognition as Local”
Section 4.3: Bold tagline inserted: “Local Charters”
Section 4.4: Bold tagline inserted: “Duties of Locals”
Section 4.4: Change “Election” to “Electoral”

(typographical correction adopted by Committee of 25 and Assembly May 7, 2000 as alteration of Bylaws Committee’s proposed text)

Section 4.5: Change “MDGP” to “MGP” 

(typographical correction adopted by Committee of 25 and Assembly May 7, 2000 as alteration of Bylaws Committee’s proposed text)

Section 4.6: Change “MDGP” to “MGP” 

(typographical correction adopted by Committee of 25 and Assembly May 7, 2000 as alteration of Bylaws Committee’s proposed text)

Section 4.7: Change words “Section 4.4” to “Section 4.5”

Section 5.1: Change the text proposed by the Bylaws Committee to the Convention: “Except where specifically provided otherwise in these Interim Bylaws, the decision of the majority shall prevail.” to “Except where specifically provided otherwise in these Interim Bylaws, the decision of a two-thirds (2/3) majority on substantive issues and a 50%+1majority on process issues shall prevail.”
(passed by Committee of 25 and Assembly May 7, 2000, as alteration of Bylaws Committee’s proposed text)

Section 5.1: Delete “and” from title of Maryland Green Meeting Process Manual.

(correction of typographical mistake—Note: the error in the original text, referring to “Maryland Green Meeting and Process Manual,” remains the official text, as Article 5 cannot be amended except by an Assembly)

Section 7.2: Change text after “Composition of Coordinating Council:” from “The Coordinating Council shall consist of the officers of the MGP and delegates from each of the Locals.  Each Local shall be entitled to one delegate, plus an additional delegate for each twenty-five (25) members, as defined in Article 3, who are active in that Local.  No person on the Coordinating Council shall have more than one vote.” to “The Coordinating Council shall consist of the officers of the MGP and delegates from each of the Locals.  Each Local shall be entitled to one delegate, plus additional delegates according to the following formula: one (1) additional delegate when the Local reaches twenty (20) members who are active in that Local, and one additional delegate for each fifty (50) members who are active in that Local thereafter.  Members are as defined in Article 3 of these Bylaws.  Each Local shall ensure gender parity of its delegation and shall comply with Article 11 of these Bylaws.  No person on the Coordinating Council shall have more than one vote.”  (adopted by consensus at the MGP State Assembly May 13, 2001)

Section 8.7: Change “move” to “more” (Text approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)

Section 9.2: Substitute “bi-monthly” for monthly (Amendment approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)
Section 9.2: Substitute “shall help” for “to help” (Text approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)

Section 9.3: Add left parentheses before subsection numbers (Text approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)

Section 9.3(1): Insert after “recruit and retain members,” the phrase “to increase Green voter registration,”.  (Approved at the MGP State Assembly May 13, 2001)
Section 9.3(2): Substitute “recruiting persons” for “recruiting person” (Text approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)

Section 9.3(2): Delete space before period at end of section (Text approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)

Section 9.4: Delege “shall work on increasing Green voter registration when the MGP is eligible;”.  (Approved at the MGP State Assembly May 13, 2001)

Section 9.9: Add a new section before section 9.9 in Article 9 of the Bylaws titled Platform Committee, and renumber the existing section 9.9 (and all references to it) appropriately.  Add the following text to the new section: The Platform Committee shall include one representative from each Local.  The Platform Committee shall develop and propose to the Coordinating Council processes for fulfilling Article 12 of these Bylaws in a fair, democratic, and deliberative manner in close consultation with the Locals.  [Note this renumbers section 9.9 (“Conflict Resolution Committee”) as section 9.10, and section 9.10 (“Local Representation on Ad Hoc Committees” as section 9.11).]  (Approved at the MGP State Assembly May 13, 2001)

Section 9.10: Add a new section 9.9 [Note this was renumbered 9.10 as a result of the insertion of a new section numbered 9.9 after the adoption of this amendment] in Article 9 of the Bylaws titled Conflict Resolution Committee, and renumber the existing section 9.9 (and all references to it) appropriately.  Add the following text to the new section: The Conflict Resolution Committee shall include the Co-Chairs, one representative from each Local, and a representative from the Bylaws Review and Rules Committee.  The Conflict Resolution Committee shall: 1) develop processes for resolving conflicts within the MGP; 2) assist MGP Locals in developing processes for resolving conflicts within the Locals; 3) review upon request any disciplinary action taken by the MGP or its Locals; and 4) assist the Locals in the training of members in conflict resolution.  [Note: this renumbered section 9.9 (“Local Representation on Ad Hoc Committees”) as section 9.10.  Both this new section 9.9 (“Conflict Resolution Committee”) and 9.10 (“Local Representation on Ad Hoc Committees”) were subsequently renumbered 9.10 and 9.11 respectively upon the insertion of a new section 9.9 (“Platform Committee”).]  (Approved at the MGP State Assembly May 13, 2001)

Section 9.11: Correct “Represenation” in bold tagline to “Representation” (Text approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)

Section 10.3: Change “withold” to “withhold” (Text approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)

Section 10.5: Add left parentheses before subsection numbers (Text approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)
Section 10.5(1): Insert “, except that decisions concerning the filling of a vacant nomination and decisions regarding multiple qualified candidates shall be made by Nominating Conference as provided in Section 10.8 through Section 10.10” before period at end of final sentence. (Text approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)
Section 10.5(2): Insert “of the United States” between “Vice-President” and “shall” (Text approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)

Section 10.6: Delete comma after “offices” (Text approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)

Section 10.6: Substitute the words “Sections 4.5 and 4.6” for “Sections 4.4 and 4.5” (Text approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)

Section 10.8: ADD NEW SECTION (Text approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)
Section 10.9: ADD NEW SECTION (Text approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)

Section 10.10: ADD NEW SECTION (Text approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)

Section 10.10: Change “Section 10.8. To the extent” to “Section 10.9. To the extent” [Typgraphical correction suggested by Maryland Assistant Attorney General in Opinion July 2000; correction first included in text adopted by Committee of 25 and Assembly August 13, 2000.]

Section 11.1: Insert “the membership of the Maryland Green Party, as well as” between “that” and “delegates” (Text approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)

Section 11.1: Insert “detailing and evaluating its outreach and recruitment efforts to implement this policy” after “reports” (Text approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)

Section 12.2: Change “a MGP” to “an MGP” (Text approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)

Section 13.1: Change of “Sections 13.2” to “Section 13.2” [Typgraphical correction suggested by Maryland Assistant Attorney General in Opinion July 2000; correction first included in text adopted by Committee of 25 at Assembly August 13, 2000.]
Section 13.2: Add left parentheses before subsection numbers (Text approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)
Section 13.2(1):  Insert “State” between “other” and “governing body” (Text approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)

Section 13.2(2):  Substitute the words ‘ “Constitution and Bylaws” ‘ for the word ‘ “Constitution” ’ (Text approved by Coordinating Council, June 13, 2000)

Section 14.1: Delete comma and redundant repetition of phrase: “, called by three or more Green Locals in Maryland”.—Note: the error in the original text may technically remain the official text, as Article 14 cannot be amended except by an Assembly.)

Section 14.5: Change “a MGP Assembly” to “an MGP Assembly”.—Note: the original text technically remains the official text, as Article 14 cannot be amended except by an Assembly.)

Section 14.5: Insert comma between “14” and “by”.—Note: the error in the original text technically remains the official text, as Article 14 cannot be amended except by an Assembly.)

Section 14.5: Insert comma between “present” and “provided”.—Note: the error in the original text technically remains the official text, as Article 14 cannot be amended except by an Assembly.)

The following prefatory note, which is of historical significance, preceded the earlier printed text of the Constitution and Bylaws as adopted May 7, 2000:

“Adopted unanimously at the Maryland Green Party Assembly and Convention, May 7, 2000, at the Greenbelt Community Center in Greenbelt, Maryland, by the individuals designated in the party-forming petition as the initial governing body (the “Committee of 25”) and ratified unanimously by the whole Assembly. Green Party Co-Chair Bob S. Auerbach, who is designated the State chairman of the Green Party in the party-forming petition, convened the meeting and presided as president pro tem of the Convention until party officers were elected.”

The following additional historical note preceded the text as submitted in June 2000 to the Maryland State Board of Elections for review by the Maryland Attorney General:

“Text as amended June 13, 2000, in Annapolis, Maryland, by the Coordinating Council, pursuant to Section 14.5, upon recommendation of the Bylaws Committee. Summary amendment history follows the Bylaws.”

